Above: During Basic Warrior Training, the recruits learn how to survive In a battlefield environment. Below: Drill in-
structors are responsible for turning recruits into fVtarines in 11 weeks.

It takqs motivation to handle some of the toughest
recruit training the U.S. military has to offer.

Story and photos
by Spec. Paul White

You want to ask your teacher a
question, so you raise your hand.

Once acknowledged, you assume
your best upright posture, look
straight ahead and in your most
reverential tone, say, "Sir, I re-
quest permission to speak."

The teacher may express sur-
prise at your sudden, unprovoked
display of respect. Fellow students
might figure you're trying to kiss
up to your instructor. But it's hard
to imagine this approach getting
you into any trouble.

In Marine Corps basic training,
this kind of language simply isn't
tolerated.

Marine Corps

"I had a hard time learning to
speak in the third person all the
time," said Private 1st Class (PFC)
Luis C. Barbosa with a laugh.
44 You weren't allowed to use T or
'me.' When I had something to say,
I had to say, 'Sir, Private Barbosa
requests permission to speak to
Senior Drill Instructor Staff
Sergeant Nance.'

"I'd slip up sometimes and^say
'sir, I request permission. . .,"
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